Course Description — MA in Applied Linguistics

0202711 Research Methods in
Applied Linguistics:

This course 1s designed to equip
graduate students with advanced skills
in conducting and presenting linguistic
research. The course introduces
students to the central methodological
issues within linguistic research and the
key academic genres through which
linguists communicate their ideas and
findings to a professional audience: the
research proposal, and the research
presentation. The primary focus will be
on the scientific method with reference
to the range of research methods used
in the various subdisciplines in
linguistics.
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0202713 Topics in Syntax

The basic goal of this course is to
develop a foundation for research in
syntax. Core areas of research in
transformational syntax are
investigated, like phrase structure,
word order, argument structure,
movement and constraints on
movement, and case marking, among
other related issues. It is expected that
the course will enable students to
further develop analytical skills and
syntactic argumentation; update
theoretical understanding to the recent
development of syntactic theory with
special focus on the Government and
Binding, Principles and Parameters,
Minimalist Program Approach; explore
the syntax of typologically diverse
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languages; and conduct original
syntactic research.

0202715 Topics in Phonetics and
Phonology

This course introduces students to the
study of the phonetics and phonology
of human language. It starts with a
general review of the basic tenets of
articulatory phonetics, and a
description of the segmental and
suprasegmental components of the
sound system of English, Arabic, and
other languages. The discussion moves
to phonology and phonological
analysis, phonological principles; how
speech sounds are organized in
language, and how to represent the
phonological knowledge of the
speakers.

alidll 5 il pual) b e g 50 0202715
2yl

il geall Al 5o Je Ul Glaal) 138 Catyay
Lale daal e fay 4y i) Al @l pay) ol
a5 5 o Al s saall alad 4 ulul) (saluall
oal sl 4, 5 501 (358 5 4 Ja )l Sl Sl
Gal iy 5 Al Clad g 4 el g 4 udaoy) ARl
ale (5ol s ¢ 3 saall Jidaill g & pual ale )
Aalll & DI @ gaal andaii i (oS 6l sual)

0202717 Semantics

This course introduces students to the
basic concepts and issues in the field of
semantics. The course also provides the
basic and current research findings of
semantics and its implication to the
linguistic theory in general and to the
linguistics of Arabic in particular. As
an MA course, the focus will be on
providing students with extensive
training in the analytical tools and
techniques of semantic analysis of
words and sentences they require for
research in this field such as formal,
propositional, intensional, truth-logical,
modal and predicate logic semantics.
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0202721 Psycholinguistics

The goal of this course is to provide an
up-to-date introduction of the study of
psycholinguistics, the discipline that
stands at the crossroads of linguistics,
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psychology, and neuroscience. It
investigates and describes the mental
processes involved in the acquisition,
production, and comprehension of
language. It seeks answers to such
questions as: How do we produce,
perceive, and recognize speech? How
do we comprehend words and
sentences? How is linguistic
knowledge represented, structured, and
stored in our mind and brain, and how
is it utilized in the real-time processing
of language?
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0202723 Sociolinguistics

The course introduces students to the
study of the relationship between
language and society and language and
culture. It deals with ways in which
language serves to define and maintain
group identity and social relationships
among speakers. Students will learn
about a variety of topics dealing with
the general theme of language 1n its
social context. The course includes
topics like language variation and
change, language and gender,
multilingualism and language contact,
and language policy, regional and
social dialects, styles and registers,
pidgin and creole languages, diglossia,
bilingualism, speech communities,
networks and repertoires, language
variation, language change, language
and culture, ethnography and
ethnomethodology, solidarity and
politeness, and language planning.
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0202725 Second Language
Acquisition

The aim of this course 1s to introduce
students to the field of Second
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Language Acquisition (SLA). The
course is designed to familiarize
students with fundamental concepts
and issues in the field and to give them
an overview of the theories which offer
varied explanations for the SLA
phenomenon. In addition, it provides a
survey of research findings pertaining
to such theories and other current
issues in the field of SLA. The course
focuses on various perspectives which
inform second language acquisition
theories, including linguistic,
sociolinguistic, socio-psychological as
well as neurological perspectives. It
also provides an overview of the
factors and conditions that affect the
learning process and the development
of learners’ interlanguage.
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0202727 Discourse Analysis

This course provides an introduction to
discourse analysis, the study of
language in use. It offers an overview
of some of the major approaches to
studying oral and written texts.
Students will have the opportunity to
try out different methods for the
analysis of discourse using different
theoretical perspectives and
methodologies.
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0202731 Methods of Teaching
English as Second Language 1

This course aims at acquainting
students with the principles and
ways of teaching English as a
second/foreign language. The course
provides an historical overview of the
traditional methods of language
teaching and introduces students to the
current methods and approaches
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through examining the theoretical
linguistic and learning foundations of
such methods as well as description,
analysis, and possible controversies
pertaining to such methods and
approaches. The goal is to inform
students on how to be principled
language teachers and help them to
develop their abilities as decision-
makers and problem-solvers.
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0202733 English for Specific
Purposes

The aim of this course is to examine
basic issues in using English Language
for Specific Purposes (ESP) such as
business, professional, medical, and
academic discourse. It will explore the
possible applications of current
theories in related areas such as second
language acquisition, discourse
analysis, and linguistics to the analysis
of the use of English for specific
purposes. The course will give

an overview of the emergence of
ESP in the analysis of learners'
needs, and of the development of
approaches based on register, tasks,
and genre.
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0202735 Topics in Translation
Studies

This course introduces students to
special issues relevant to the theory and
practice of translation. Some examples
are untranslatability, translator's
visibility/invisibility, otherness,
authority, historicity, power, culture of
difference, task of the translator,
profession status, future trends in
Translation Studies (TS).
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0202743 Applied Computational
Linguistics

Computational Linguistics addresses
the fundamental questions at the
intersection of human languages and
computer science, like how can
computers acquire, comprehend, and
produce natural languages, such as
English? How can computational
methods give us insight into observed
human language phenomena? How can
you get a job at Google?
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0202744 Methods of Teaching
English as a Second Language 11
This course is acomplement to
the Department's required Methods
I course. Emphasis is placed on
practical needs of prospective English
language teachers. The course focuses
on classroom teaching principles,
techniques, instructional procedures,
as well as teacher/ learner behaviors.
It explores the classroom dynamics and
patterns of communication and the
ways that the skills of listening,
speaking, reading, writing as well as
grammar are integrated into a
communicative language teaching
classroom.
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0202745 Seminar in Applied
Linguistics

The goal of the course is to expand
students’ knowledge of certain topics
or issues in applied linguistics. It aims
at further investigation of current
theories and recently conducted
research in selected topics ina
chosen field of applied linguistics. It
aims also at exploring possible
implications and applications of
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particular theories and research to real
life issues, problems and situations in
applied linguistics.

0202750 Intercultural
Communication (Communication
across Cultures)

The basic goal of this course is to make
students more aware of the concept of
‘culture’ and of the importance of
culture in successful communication.
Of the topics this course addresses are
the relationship between language on
one side and society, culture, and
power on the other side; the influence
of globalization in intercultural
communication; and barriers to
successful intercultural
communication.
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0202751 Pragmatics

This course offers a basic introduction
to pragmatics. Pragmatics deals with
aspects of meaning that depend on
various features of utterances—e.g., the
speaker, the addressee, time, and place
of utterance (deixis), discourse context,
and the speaker’s intentions. The field
of pragmatics attempts to answer many
questions among which are: how do we
create meaning from the utterances we
make? How is meaning related to
other extra-linguistics parameters such
as context or speaker’s intention? To
get a grasp on this, pragmatics breaks
communication down into speaker
meaning, contextual meaning, extra-
linguistic communication, and relative
distance.
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0202752 Translation and
Interculturism
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This course views translation as a
cultural act of transforming texts
through cultures and languages. This
involves, amongst many other things,
carrying out a change that is, naturally,
a response to the demands of the
receiving culture. Students will be
required to examine various cultural
approaches and their views on how
translation can serve as medium of
bridging the gap between cultures and
languages.
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